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Moroto factsheet
Location
Moroto   town is located about 420KMs north east of Kampala the main VSO Uganda office, at the same time about 331 KMs from Gulu the location of the VSO Uganda northern field office.  The district has a population of about 97,900.
Moroto District is bordered by Kaabong District to the north, the Republic of Kenya to the east, by Amudat District to the south, Nakapiripirit District to the southwest, Napak District to the west and by Kotido District to the northwest.  It lies on the foot of Mt. Moroto (The Mountain which is 3000meters is 3KMs east of the town). The town is also home of several minerals.
Moroto District is a plain covered by the Savannah grassland and some low lying rocky hills. Its weather is characterised by wet and dry climate throughout the year with temperatures ranging from 20-25 degrees C during the rainy season in the months of March-June, September-October. The hot season (December –February) temperatures can go as high as 39°C during day time and be as low as 22°C at night.
Moroto may be described as a relatively isolated location. However there will be other VSO volunteers in Soroti, which is about 149KMs away. It is also likely that other volunteers and NGO workers will also be based in Moroto during this placement.
Amenities;
Moroto town is a small town with fairly limited infrastructure such as schools. The town has a small airport located 9KMs west of the town, Catholic mission hospital as well as government hospital, stanbic bank, and Centenary bank. 

In Moroto, the most reliable mobile phone networks are MTN and Airtel.  Internet cafes are also available for communication purposes. In the town are a few mini supermarkets and many retail shops selling local /basic commodities. 

The most common means of transport within Moroto are the cyclists/motorcycles that are locally/commonly known as the boda-boda. 

Note that the roads joining Moroto and neighbouring towns are predominantly murrum. Also, public transport from Moroto to Soroti is quite limited; the bus goes once a day and travels by public means need to be well planned. 
Language requirements;
The inhabitants of Moroto town are the Karimojong people; they speak Akarimojong as the local language. However Kiswahili is also commonly used being the East African regional language. English is the official language which is also spoken by many within the town. 

The need for an interpreter in community setting will be negotiated with your partner organisation if it arises.

Scurity;
Moroto is a peaceful town. It is however important for Volunteer to be vigilant as some parts of this district are occasionally raided by cattle rustlers. These raids are normally at night.  The volunteer is also advised to take sensible precautions when out after dark. The volunteer should also be conscious of his or her personal security at all times. 
Medical;
The most health risks for an expatriate are malaria and other health problems such as cough, typhoid and flu which out breaks are seasonal.  The volunteer should take medical experts’ advice seriously about how to prevent malaria throughout the placement period. 
VSO volunteers can find health care from a medical clinic and hospital, approved by VSO, and based in Moroto.  In serious cases VSO will arrange for the volunteer to be treated in Kampala or elsewhere as appropriate
Any gender issues particular to this placement;
The placement is meant to promote skills training of the youth both males and females. The DFID programme specifically mandates that females make up at least 30% of the beneficiaries

It is therefore important that the volunteer should include both males and females in his/her planned activities during the placement.  

This strategy promotes the inclusive aspect in capacity building and service delivery for all to participate meaningfully at all levels of knowledge sharing
Motorbike riding;
It is easy to walk around Moroto, however for volunteers whose placement requires travel outside of the town motorbikes are essential as there is only a limited form of public transport. The volunteer should be comfortable riding a motorbike or be willing to learn.
Likely accommodation;
Accommodation will be funded by the program. The accommodation will have electricity, cold running water and full indoor plumbing(self contained).  There is occasional power cut while water is more consistent.
The Volunteer is encouraged to be flexible in a situation that he/she may be required to take up accommodation either within the Vocational Training Institute or nearer the Institute – this is perhaps most likely when visiting VTI’s outside of Moroto  if overnight stays are required.
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